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a continual process of individual assimilation from one group to
another, but on the whole Arabs, Persians, Turks and Kurds
accepted one another's existence.

The Ottoman Empire

The diversities which all these factors produced were recog-
nized and perpetuated by the Ottoman system of government.

Very briefly and crudely the Ottoman system may be sum-
marized as follows:

(i) The ruling power was vested in an absolute monarch, the
Sultan or Padishah, ruling by hereditary right (his shadowy
claim to the Caliphate was not emphasized until the nineteenth
century). Even the most turbulent of his subjects paid formal
allegiance to him, regarding him not as one ruler among many,
but as the ruler of a whole * world', the shadow of God on
earth.

(ii) His power was exercised through two parallel organizations.
On the one hand there was the military organization, which
maintained order and defended the frontiers. It was composed
in the first place of the professional soldiery, the Janissaries,
secondly of the feudal levies. In Egypt, almost absolute civil
and military power, subject to the formal suzerainty of the
Sultan, was in the hands of the military oligarchy of the
Mamlukes. On the other hand there was the religious organiza-
tion for the defence, interpretation and application of the
Religion : the Muftis who,decided whether or not the acts and
enactments of the Sultan and his officials were in accordance
with the Shariah or Moslem religious law; the Qadis who
dispensed Moslem law in the lawcourts; the religious schools
where the doctrine and tradition of Islam were preserved.

(iii) There was practically no provincial administration. Each
province had its appointed * Wall *, who commanded the garrison,
collected taxes and performed any other functions of govern-
ment ; but outside the larger towns his authority was only
exercised indirectly through the feudatories and other local
notables. Many districts possessed virtually complete focal
autonomy under traditional dynasties or self-njade rafcrs.

(iv) The language of government was Turkish, of religion
Arabic; there was therefore a natural tendency for members of
other language groups to be assimilated to Turks or Arabs. But
BO pressure was put upon them to do so* Not only did they